
















































































The third bill on the Special Orders Calendar to gain fInal
passage Wednesday evening W3S S.E 463. The measure, authored by
Sen. William Luther (OFL-Brooklyn Park), makes numerous
changes in statutes regulating securities, fInancial planning, and
investment planners and brokers. 1\vo provisions of the measure
relating to abstracts of title and to the locking in of mortgage
interests rates generated discussion. An amendment offered by Sen.
Mel Frederick (IR·Owatonna), designed to protect the opportunity
for home ownership on the part of first time buyers, requires thac
the interest rate and points be agreed to in writing and thac the
lender must spell out exactly what the buyer is required to furnish
to process the application. The bill wa;> then giveq final passage.

The remainder of the evening was devotedtocbtiSideratioITof
bills on the General Orders Calendar. 1\velve bills were given
preliminary approval. H.P. 643, authored by Sen. Ember Reichgott
(DFL-New Hope), provides that an order of protection remains in
effect even if the respondent has permission to enter the premises
and requires written notice to respondents of penalties for violation
of an order. H.E 654, sponsored by Sen. Michael Freeman (DFL­
Richfield), clarifies that the chairman of the Metropolitan Airports
Commission serves at the pleasure of the governor and requires
plans and reports on noise, capacity and other matter at
Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport to be made available to
the legislature. S.E 156, authored by Luther, adopts an article of the
Uniform Commercial Code relating to leases. H.P. 990, carried by
Luther, provides that persol).-convicted of a crime ofviolence may
not ship, transport, possess, or receive a firearm for ten years
follOWing restoration of civil rights. H.P. 391, sponsored by Sen. Tad
Jude (DFL-Maple Grove) increases penalties for distributing
controlled substances to a minor or employing a minor to distribute
controlled substances and defines the measurement and purity
requirements of controlled substances.

S.P. 905, sponsored by Sen. Bob Lessard (DFL-Int'l Falls),
appropriates $95 million to the commissioner of natural resources
to replace income lost to state trust funds when timber permits were
canceled, releases the timber from the trust for a five year period
and authorizes the commissioner to sell, recycle or dispose of the
timber. S.P. 587, authored by Luther, adds emergency personnel to
the list of people eligible for benefIts from the peace officers
benefit fund. S.P. 508, sponsored by Sen. Steven Novak (DFL-New
Brighton), requires a license for the transportation of hazardous
W3Ste, provides for the license administration, suspension, and
revocations, specifies articles that may be carried as household
goods and prescribes penalties. S.P. 841, also authored by Novak,
amends the requirements for eligibility, applications, agreements,
payments and other terms and conditions of the conservation
reserve, or RIM, program. H.E 1417, sponsored by Sen. John Brandl
(DFL-Mpls.), provides for hospice care payments under medical
assistance. S.P. 612, authored by Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.),
creates exceptions to the nursing home moratorium and prohibits
renewal of licenses for nursing home and boarding care home beds
in rooms with more than four beds. S.P. 717, authored by Sen.
Charles Berg (OFL-Chokio), provides for the regulation of
pesticides, provides for the licensure of pesticide applicators,
recodilles pesticide laws and provides penalties.

Thursday; May 14
Utility taX refund bill gains approval

Some utility customers could be paying lower rates for service,
under a bill passed by the Senate Thursday morning. The measure,
S.P. 1191, permits the Public Utilities Commission to adjust utility
rates to reflect company savings resulting from the anticipated
federal tax refund.

Bill sponsor Sen. John Marty (DFL-Roseville) said Minnesota
utility companies will receive in total about $111 million in tax
refunds due to the federal tax reform law. The proposal, he
explained, would expedite the rate reviewing process to assure that
customers benefit from the savings.

Before approving the bill, Senate members narrowly defeated an
amendment allowing the PUC to adjust rates when additional taxes,

unemployment or workers compensation costs are imposed. Sen.
Don Frank (DFL-Spring Lake Park), sponsor of the amendment, said
Marty's bill is unfair unless rates are changed to reflect both added
costs as well as savings. Speaking in opposition to the amendment,
Marty argued thac Frank's proposal "would destroy the race making
process."

The bill, which W3S defeated earlier dUring the week, W3S passed
on a 43-20 vote.

In other action Thursday morning, the Senate approved a
resolution, House Concurrent Resolution 9, commemorating
Minnesota citizens missing in action during the Asian conflicts. The
Senate measure is sponsored by Sen. Joe Bertram (OFL-

'j'·'PaynesYllte).·'An:cl;'thesenareC3gree6'toilie.floose,'Vel'i;ioo;of.l'hehill
licensing home care service agencies. Included in changes to S.E
51, authored by Sen. Linda Berglin, is a requirement thac the Dept.
of Human Services could take up to 90 days to deny a license..

The Senate also gave final passage to bills placed on the Senate
Calendar duririg the Wednesday, May 13, session. Excluded from
final passage was S.P. 612, which establishes a review process for
granting exceptions to the nursing home moratorium. Bill author
Sen. Linda Berglin (OFL-Mpls.) requested that the bill be returned
to General Orders.

Branches of government
Government at the state and federal levels consist of three

principal branches: the legislative, the executive and the judicial.
The legislative branch is responsible for the enactment and

revision of laws. The United States Congress forms the laws at the
national level, and the Minnesota Legislature is the lawmaking body
at the state level. Both Congress and the Minnesota Legislature
consists of two bodies: the Senate and the House of Representatives.
This two body system is referred to as a bicameral system.

The executive branch administers and executes the laws passed
by the legislative branch. The President of the United States is the
chief executive at the federal level, and the governor serves as the
state's chief executive. They are aided by the officials appointed to
head the various agencies and departments and by the other
officials elected to the executive branch. For example, the governor
is assisted by the lieutenant governor, secretary of state, state
treasurer, state auditor, attorney general and the agency heads.

The judicial branch enforces the laws and insures that the
interpretation of the law is in defense of the U.S. and state
constitutions. The federal and state court systems compose the
judicial branch.

Minnesota Legislature
Our state is divided into 67 Senate districts, each having a

population of about 60,000 people. Each of these districts is divided
into an ''I\.' and "B" portion to designate the house of representative
districts. The people of Minnesota elect one person from each of
the Senate and House districts to serve them in the Legislature.
Therefore, 67 Senators and 134 Representatives compose the
Minnesota Legislature. Senators serve four-year terms and
Representatives serve two-year terms.

According to Minnesota law; the Legislature may meet only 120
legislative days during a two-year period called a biennium. A
legislative day is defined as any day either body is called to order.
Generally, the Legislature convenes in earlyJanuary and works
through late May in odd numbered years. It adjourns earlier in even
numbered years.



MINNESOTA STATE SENATE.
Senate Members - 1987 Session

PARTY PHONE SENATOR ROOM" DIST. PARTY PHONE SENATOR ROOM" DIST.
DFL 296-5981 Adkins, Betty A. 235 Cap. 22 DFL 296-4136 Lessard, Bob 328 Cap. 3
IR 6455 Anderson, Don 153 SOB 12 DFL 8869 Luther, William P. 205 Cap. 47
DFL 5713 Beckman, Tracy L. G-10 Cap. 29 DFL 5645 Marty, John J. 235 Cap. 63
IR 5975 Belanger, William V., Jr. 107 SOB 41 IR 1279 McQuaid, Phyllis W. 135 SOB 44
IR 3903 Benson, Duane D. 147 SOB 32 IR 8075 Mehrkens, Lyle G. 127 SOB 26

DFL 5094 Berg, Charles A. 328 Cap. 11 DFL 4154 Merriam, Gene 122 Cap. 49
DFL 4261 Berglin, Linda G-29 Cap. 60 DFL 4370 Metzen, James 303 Cap. 39
IR 4131 . Bernhagen, John" Tl3'SOB 21 "''DFL i.',',\, '4'264 t'l'Moe; 'J3)on'il'fdM:. ;.,',.], 309 Cap. '65
DFL 2084 Bertram, Joe, Sr. 323 Cap. 16 DFL 2577 Moe, Roger D. 208 Cap. 2
DFL 4837 Brandl, John E. 306 Cap. 62 DFL 5649 Morse, Steven G-24 Cap 34

IR 4848 Brataas, Nancy 139 SOB 33 DFL 4334 Novak, Steven G. 301 Cap. 52
DFL 4182 Chmielewski, Florian 325 Cap. 14 IR 1282 Olson, Gen 33 SOB 43
DFL 5931 Cohen, Richard J. G-27 Cap. 64 DFL 4241 Pehler, James C. G-9 Cap. 17
DFL 5003 Dahl, Gregory L. 111 Cap. 50 DFL 4274 Peterson, Donna C. G-24 Cap. 61
DFL 2302 Davis, Charles R. G-24 Cap. 18 DFL 8018 Peterson, Randolph W. G-9 Cap. 19

DFL 6820 DeCramer, Gary M. 303 Cap. 27 DFL 9248 Piper, Pat 325 Cap. 31
DFL 2859 Dicklich, Ronald R. 235 Cap. 5 DFL 7809 Pogemiller, Lawrence J. 306 Cap. 58
DFL 8298 Diessner, A. W. "Bill" 323 Cap. 56 DFL 4167 Purfeerst, Clarence M. 303 Cap. 25
DFL 2877 Frank, Don G-I0 Cap. 51 IR 9251 Ramstad, Jim 123 SOB 45
IR 4123 Frederick, Mel 11950B 30 DFL 2889 Reichgott, Ember D. G-9 Cap. 46

DFL 5640 Frederickson, David J. G-24 Cap. 20 IR 4125 Renneke, Earl W. 117 SOB 35
IR 8138 Frederickson, Dennis R. 143 SOB 23 DFL 4875 Samuelson, Don 124 Cap. 13
DFL 9307 Freeman, Michael 0, 122 Cap. 40 DFL 7157 Schmitz, Robert J. 235 Cap. 36
IR 4314 Gustafson, Jim 115 SOB 8 DFL 4188 Solon, Sam G. 303 Cap. 7
DFL 4183 Hughes, Jerome M. 328 Cap. 54 DFL 4191 Spear, Allan H. G-27 Cap. 59

IR 3826 Johnson, Dean E. 105 SOB 15 IR 6238 Storm, Donald A. 125 SOB 42
DFL 8881 Johnson, Douglas J. 205 Cap. 6 DFL 8660 Stumpf, LeRoy A. 306 Cap. 1
DFL 4248 Jude, Tad 326 Cap. 48 IR 9457 Taylor, Glen 103 SOB 24
IR 1253 Knaak, Fritz 149 SOB 53 DFL 5650 Vickerman, Jim M. G-29 Cap. 28
IR 4120 Knutson, Howard A. 121 SOB 38 DFL 3809 Waldorf, Gene 124 Cap. 66

DFL 4302 Kroening, Carl W. 124 Cap. 57 DFL 8091 Wegscheid, Darril 309 Cap. 37
IR 4351 Laidig, Gary W. 141 SOB 55 DFL 4147 Willet, Gerald L. 111 Cap. 4
DFL 3205 Langseth, Keith G-24 Cap. 9
DFL 8017 Lantry, Marilyn M. G-28 Cap. 67
IR 5655 Larson, Cal 145 SOB 10 • Capitol or State Office Building, St. Paul, MN 55155
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I.egislamre passes $690 million taX plan
A $690.5 million tax bill constructed in a House-Senate

conference committee was approved by the Senate Monday, May 18,
on a 36-30 vote.

Sen. Douglas Johnson (DFL-Cook), sponsor of H.E 529 and chair
of the Taxes and Tax UlWS Committee, said the tax plan is one of
"historical reform" in the area of taxation. "This is the smallest
increase in state spending in 20 years. I think we have been
responsible. It's been a very difficult task," Johnson said of the

The Minnesota Senate WeekLtn>LRm~~t LlBR May 22, 1987
Session adjourns ST. EAl&irltf2lti~jil.fQds package passed

The final gavel signaled the end of the first half of the Legislative A bill providing $3 billion for education aids gained repassage
session a few minutes before midnight Monday, May 18. The Senate early Monday afternoon. The compromise package retains the key
had completed work on the major spending bills, the Omnibus tax equity provisions developed by the Senate, said chief author
bill and numerous conference committee reports during the course Iqndolph Peterson (DFL-Wyoming), but because of some minor
of the day. This issue of Briefly contains very short summaries of the changes made to accommodate House conferees, the disparity
floor action from Thursday, May 14, through adjournment. between districts will not be smoothed out quite as quickly. H.E 753
Highlights of the major spending bills and the tax bill appear on the sets the foundation aid allowance at $1,720 for the first year of the
first two pages and chronological summaries of floor activities biennium-$40 per pupil unit more than the original Senate bill-
appear under daily headings. A more complete description of major and sets the foundation allowance at $2,735 for the second year of
bills and summaries of all bills signed into law will be forthcoming the biennium. In the second year of the biennium the mill rate will
in a Session Review publication. be at 35 mills and the secondary pupil unit weighting will be 1.35

rather than the 1.4 specified in the Senate bill.
The bill also contains a one year "buy-down" of districts with levy

increases greater than 2 mills in that the state would pay for half of
the increase over 2 mills. The measure retains the Senate language
on an administrative cost freeze but it applies only to districts which
have not filed a pay equity plan. In the area of transportation aid, the
bill sets the two year inflation factors at 4.9 percent for fiscal year
1988 and 4.1 percent for fiscal year 1989 and provides $5.2 million
for desegregation transportation grants to Minneapolis and St. Paul.
The compromise measure also mandates special education for ages
birth to two years, reduces regular, summer school, and secondary
vocational handicapped special education aid from 70 percent (up
to $19,500) to 66 percent (up to $18,400). Adult basic education,
adult handicapped, and community education are all funded under
the measure. Arid, 50 cents per capita is added to the community
education formula to be used for youth services.

Under the measure, the Faribault academies appropriations is set
at $12.7 million and the state School and Resource Center for the
Arts appropriation is set at $4.8 million. The bill also specifies
appropriations for state agency services for teacher assessment plans,
early childhood family education technical assistance, a community
education task force and a study for a statewide fringe benefits study:
The bill also increases the capital expenditure allowance to $153
per actual pupil unit and reduces the mill rate to three mills,
requires hazardous substance removal plans, creates a new levy and
aid formula in fiscal year 1989 and provides for an exceptional need
aid and levy.

Finally, the bill allows 11th and 12th grade pupils to remain in the
same school district if their parents move to a different school
district, requires the establishment of an academic league to
promote excellence by competition among schools, requires school
nurses in districts with more than 1,000 students, removes the
physical education requirement from teacher education programs,
establishes a voluntary open enrollment program, sets up a teacher
mentorship program, rewrites the PER provisions, and requires the
board of teaching to redesign teacher education programs.

Senate passes semi-states conference bill
A Senate and House conference committee package that funds

the departments of agriculture, transportation and semi·state
agencies with a $2.02 billion appropriation passed the Senate
Saturday, May 16. The compromise measure allocates $52.5 million
in funding for metro and outstate transit and keeps $5.6 million
from motor vehicle excise taxes for highway improvements.
However, the bill generally accepts the governor's proposal to use
dollars originally earmarked for transit and highway improvements
to balance the state's budget.

Sen. Lyle Mehrkens (IR-Redwing), a conference committee
member, characterized the lack of highway funding in the bill as a
major disappointment. The lack of leadership on highway funding
was "truly a failure on the part of the governor," he said. As a result,
Mehrkens explained, outstate highway projects will be cancelled.

About $9 million of the transit funding will result from increases
in driver license fees, bill sponsor Sen. Keith Langseth (DFL·
Glyndon) told Senate members. Persons applying for a license
would pay $15 instead of the current $10 fee.

Before giving the bill final approval, Senate members voted to
send the package back to conference, so measures unrelated to
Senate and House versions could be removed. Sen. Gene Waldorf
(DFL-St. PauO, who requested the referral, said Senate rules
prohibit conference committee reports from containing provisions
unrelated to either of the approved bills.

Higher education funding bill completed
Nearly $1.66 billion will fund public post-secondary institutions

during the coming biennium, under a conference committee plan
passed by the Senate Saturday, May 16. According to bill sponsor
Sen. Gene Waldorf (DFL-St. PauO, the bill increases higher
education spending by 11.1 percent and falls about $51.4 million
below the governor's recommendation and $10 million under the
Senate's original position.

The budget for the University of Minnesota, which was increased
11.7 percent, totals $789 million for the biennium. Funding for the
Commitment to Focus plan was set at $6 million, which is below
the $22 million originally accepted by the Senate. The governor
requested $24 million for the program.

The State University System would receive a biennial
appropriation of $271 million, which reflects a 12.5 percent increase
over the current biennium. State AVfI's receive an 8.4 percent
increase with $310 million, and community colleges are
appropriated $135 million, which is an 11.2 percent increase over
the 1985 spending bill. .



Floor Actiofi _
designing and negotiating of the plan which will fund the state's
activities over the next two years.

Johnson, along with tax division chairs Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller
(DFL-Mpls.), Sen. leRoy Stumpf (DFL-Plummer) and Sen. Steven
Novak (DFL-New Brighton) provided a summary of the tax bill.

Among the major provisions of the bill is an extension of the state
sales tax to many currently exempt businesses and agencies. It is
expected to raise $224.3 miIlion over the next two years. Individual
income tax rates are narrowed down to two rates-six and eight
percent.

An alternative minimum tax on corporations based on sales,
payroll and property, aimed at corporations that currently pay little
or no tax, will go into effect along with a change in the basic
corporate tax rate, which is cut from 12 percent to 95 percent.

Property tax reform, while dropping the number ofproperty tax
classifications from 68 to five, will help rural areas where property
values have fallen, while some metropolitan area property owners
will see an increase. The new property tax rates will go into effect
beginning in 1989.

A new 15 cent per pack tax on cigarettes was combined with the
biIl in the conference committee and is now part of the overall
package. .

1\velve additional cents will be added to the existing tax on
liquor, beer and wine..

Renters' credits and circuit breaker property tax refunds will be
reduced by one-third initially but will rise slightly in 1988.

The plan also eliminates tax loopholes and generally conforms to
federal tax reform.

A "trigger" tax effecting an automatic increase for individual and
corporate tax rates will go into effect if the budget reserve falls
below $250 million.

Johnson said the base-broadening measure and the reserve fund
is needed to deal with an $813 million expected budget deficit and
possible revenue instability in the future. But the 20 IR legislators
who voted against the bill spoke vehemently against the size of the
tax increase.

"The cruelest part of the bill is the trigger," Senate Majority
Leader Duane Benson OR-Lanesboro) said of the automatic
increase provisions. He said if the DFL controlled legislature doesn't
stay within its budget constraints, taxpayers will see an automatic
increase.

Other IR legislators also criticized the majority for the tax
increase. The bill "enables even small businesses that lose money to
participate in the state's favorite past-time-taxing, taxing, taxing,"
Sen. Mel Frederick OR-Owatonna) said.

IR Senators were joined by 10 DFLers in their votes against the
measure.

$2.2 billion human services bill passed
The Senate, on a 53-3 vote, agreed to $2.2 billion appropriation

package that will fund welfare, mental health, health insurance and
child support programs over the next biennium.

Sen. Don Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd) sponsored the Omnibus
Human Services Bill, H.E 243.

Major programs funded by the biIl include a comprehensive
network of community mental health services, health insurance
coverage for the "working poor," strengthening of child support
collection activities and major efforts to reform the Aid to Families
With Dependant Children program.

The bill includes an $18 million appropriation for the Minnesota
Employment and Economic Development work program and
institutes a deed and mortgage tax which is expected to raise $45
million.

Bonding bill approved
A capital improvemen~r bonding bill- of slightly less than

$470 million gained final passage early Monday evening. The
measure, H.E 919, carried by Sen. Michael Freeman provides the
bonding authority for a number of building or remodeling projects
throughout the state. The measure is substantially less than the $700
million request that the governor had recommended to the

Legislature and contains $22 million more than the Senate had
approved in its version of the bill.

Thirty-nine percent of the total capital budget, $183 million, is
earmarked for higher education projects, said Freeman, with $33.2
million going to AVTIs, $35 million going to the Community
College System, $525 million slated for the State University System
and $47.8 million going to the University of Minnesota. A total
authorization of $10.7 million is provided for corrections and
human services.

Included within the capital Luuget is money for a new state·
history center ($50 million) and authorization for the Leduc
Historical Site, the Indian Cultural Center at MiIle Lacs and the Red
River Valley Center. In addition, $325 miIlion is earmarked for the
new judicial building in the Capitol complex, as well as a restoration
of the Capitol Building and the Centennial Building.
. The bill also includes an Olympic track and field complex in
Blaine, an outdoor recreational grants program, the Duluth
Convention Center, the Duluth Port Authority and the Duluth Zoo.
The total authorization for the projects is $46.3 million.

One of the more significant parts of the bill, according to
Freeman, is the authorization of over $70.7 million for wastewater
treatment in both the metro area and Greater Minnesota. In
addition, the bill provides $155 miIlion for Metropolitan Regional
Parks, $14 million for Greater Minnesota recreational facilities and
$19 million for the RIM program.

Finally, $5 million is provided for local bridge repair and $3.8
million for the local share of several federal demonstration projects.
A total of $9.4 million is provided for improvements to district
headquarters and truck stations.

Discussion on the measure centered primarily on several sections
of the bill entitled the "cooperative secondary facilities grant act."
The bill contains language citing the rates of decline in the school­
aged population and specifies that the purpose of the cooperative
secondary facilities grant program is to provide an incentive to
encourage cooperation between school districts by providing grants
to be applled toward the construction costs of a cooperative
secondary education facility. Sen. Roger Moe, while indicating his
support of the bill as a whole, said that he did not think the
approach taken in the bill was the correct method of dealing with
the problem of declining emollments and sparsely populated
districts. Moe also warned the body that the issue was going to
become increasingly important over the course of the next few years.

The bill, as amended by the conference committee, was
approved on a vote of 46-17.

State agency bill clears final hurdle
The Minnesota Senate completed the Legislature's work on

setting the state budget when it passed a measure funding the
various publlc agencies and departments. The final state
departments bill, approved Monday evening, appropriates $673
million over the 1988-89 biennium.

As completed by the conference committee, the bill reduces the
governor's recommended spending for several agencies. Among the
spending cuts, the Attorney General's Office will receive $4.2
million less than proposed by the governor. The Dept. of Revenue's
proposed budget was cut by $11 miIlion, and the governor's
recommendation for the Dept. of Energy and Economic
Development was reduced by $11.3 million. Unlike the original
House bill, the conference committee decided to keep the Dept. of
Human Rights and the Dept. of Occupational Safety.

Persons planning on bUying hunting and fishing licenses will be
paying more next year, according to the final plan. The increased
fees, many of which will take effect next March, range from $2 to $5.·
And, senior citizens will have to pay $4 for a fishing license;
however, they could apply for a refund and continue to fish for free.

Sen. Carl Kroening (D.FL-Mpls.), chief sponsor of the measure,
said the bill increases services to Minnesotans. Among those he
listed were added funds for lOW-income people to help them meet
their housing needs. Also, increases for veteran services are
provided in the areas of direct care, and money is available for the



remodeling of veteran facilities at me Minneapolis Home and at
Hastings. The bill would ease access to judges by providing
increases in me judicial system, and increases were made in me
workers' compensation area to reduce me time for injured workers
to rerurn to work or receive compensation.

Also included in me bill are salary increases for legislators, judges,
constirutional officers and appointed department heads. The
increases average about 5 percent annually in 1989 and 1990.

The conference committee did not accept me governor's
recommendation to make substantial cuts in me Minnesota Zoo's
appropriations. Earlier mis session, zoo officials said me proposed
cuts would cause mem to close several attractions. The bill keeps
the $2 million in cuts proposed by me governor.

Thursday; May 14
Utility tax refund bill gains approval

Some utility customers could be paying lower rates for service,
under a bill passed by me Senate Thursday morning. The measure,
S.E 1191, permits me Public Utilities Commission to adjust utility
rates to reflect company savings resulting from the anticipated
federal tax refund.

Bill sponsor Sen. John Marty (DFL-Rbseville) said Minnesota
utility companies will receive in total about $111 million in tax
refunds due to the federal tax reform law. The proposal, he
explained, would expedite me rate reviewing process to assure £hat
customers benefit from me savings.

Before approving the bill, Senate members narrowly defeated an
amendment allowing me PUC to adjust rates when additional taxes,
unemployment or workers compensation costs are imposed. Sen.
Don Frank (DFL-Spring Lake Park), sponsor of me amendment, said
Marty's bill is unfair unless rates are changed to reflect both added
costs as well as savings. Speaking in opposition to me amendment,
Marty argued that Frank's proposal "would destroy me rate making
process."

The bill, which was defeated earlier during the week, was passed
on a 43-20 vote.

In other action Thursday morning, the Senate approved a
resolution, House Concurrent Resolution 9, commemorating
Minnesota citizens missing in action during me Asian conflicts. The
Senate measure is sponsored by Sen. Joe Bertram (DFL­
Paynesville). And, the Senate agreed to the House version of the bill
licensing home care service agencies. Included in changes to S.E
51, aumored by Sen. Linda Berglin, is a requirement that the Dept.
of Human Services could take up to 90 days to deny a license.

The Senate also gave final passage to bills placed on the Senate
Calendar during the Wednesday; May 13, session. Excluded from
final passage was S.P. 612, which establishes a review process for

. granting exceptions to me nursing home moratorium. Bill aumor
Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.) requested that me bill be returned
to General Orders.
Device for hearing-impaired endorsed

Bills receiving fmal passage during me Thursday session included
S.E 1029, authored by Sen. John Marty (DFL-Roseville), establishing
a program to provide communication-impaired persons with
telecommunication devices. According to Marty; there are 40,000
hearing-impaired persons in me state and only 1,000 of mose
people have telephone communication devices. Marty said that
payment for me devices, for those persons below me median
income, would be paid through a 10 cent per monm surcharge on
all regular phone customers.

H.E 1138, sponsored by Sen. Donna Peterson (DFL-Mpls.),
changes the definition ofsmall businesses by including technical
and professional services that have gross annual revenues of no
more £han $25 million.

S.E 908, authored by Sen. Tracy Beckman (DFL-Bricelyn),
establishes a community service conversion project and requires
that counties consider me opinions of parents when developing
service plans for persons wim mental retardation.

H.E 1030, carried by Sen. Gregory Dahl (DFL-Coon Rapids),
provides grants and loans for me constrUction and rehabilitation of
wastewater treatment facilities and allows mUnicipalities to enter
into contract agreements wim private contractors. H.E 526,

sponsored by Sen. Don Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd), aumorizes me
Department of Human services to enter into shared service
agreements.

Several bills during me Thursday session received preliminary
approval. S.P. 514, authored by sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-MpIs.),
creates me Office of Ombudsman for mental healm and mental
retardation within me Department of Human services.

S.E 1202, aumoredbySen;James PeWer (DFL-St. Cloud),
establishes a siting process for a low-level radioactive waste facility
and establishes a siting board; S.E 1008, aumored by Sen. Darril
Wegscheid (DFL-Apple Valley), provides for the regulation of
chiropractic services and provides grounds for license revocation.
S.E 834, also aumored byWegscheid, establishes the office of
assistant commissioner of mental healm and a mental healm
division within me Department of Human Services.

S.E 612, sponsored by Berglin, creates exceptions to me nursing
home moratorium, establishes a review process for me approval of
additional exceptions to me moratorium, and prohibits me renewal
of licenses for nursing home and boarding care home beds in
rooms wim more than four beds.

Dissolution ofstate humane society gains
Abill to dissolve me Minnesota Humane Society as a state agency

and establish a federation ofprivate, non-profit humane societies
and transfer me assets of me humane society to me federation
members, gained me Senate's preliminary approval Thursday
afternoon.

Sen. David Frederickson (DFL-Murdock), sponsorofH.E 1113,
said the measure is the result of me humane society's history of
debts and losses, which came to a head when me societyused up its
biennial budget in six months.

According to me bill, the Dept. ofAdministration, which oversees
the society; is authorized to dissolve·me agency and transfer me
agency's assets to the new 22-county federation. The bill also
provides for training of regional society agents.

Frederickson said the new federation will be able to accept
monetary donations and gifts, as did the society. Sen. Donald Storm
(IR-Edina) expressed concern £hat some counties are being left out
of me reorganization due to me loss of a recognizable state-wide
institution.

Other measures on me General Orders Calendar gaining
preliminary approval are as follows. S.E 858, aumored by Michael
Freeman (DFL-Richfield), requires me licensing and training of
persons working on asbestos removal projects. Administered by the
Dept. of Healm, me licensing and training will help solve significant
healm problems, Freeman said. The measure allocates $23,000 to
me program that is to be repaid through licensing fees. Another
Freeman measure, H.P. 1127, establishes flexible gas utility rates for
customers purchasing energy from competitive utilities. The aumor
added an amendment excluding indigenous energy supplies from
the rating system. Anomer amendment, offered by Sen. William
Lumer (DFL-Brooklyn Park) exempts customers of district heating
facilities from the rating system.

S.E 1345, aumored by Sen. Randolph Peterson (DFL-Wyoming),
provides for me membership of me State Board of Public Defense
and provides oversight for the board and of state and regional public
defenders. Luther added an .amendment making all public defender
offices eligible for system funding wim the exception of Hennepin
and Ramsey Counties.

S.E 1524, sponsored by Sen. Gregory Dahl (DFL-Coon Rapids),
provides for me payment ofveterans' claims and various damage
claims ftIed against me state by individuals and townships.

S.E 291, aumored by Sen. Donna Peterson (DFL-Mpls.), is me
Omnibus Banking Bill, regulating the transactions ofvarious
financial institutions. H.P. 834, sponsored by sen. Gerald Willet
(DFL-Park Rapids), creates a forest management fund within me
general fund and provides for me deposit of receipts from private
forest management services in the fund. S.H 405, aumored by Sen.
Duane Benson (IR-Lanesboro) aumorizes the expansion of
Forestville State Park to include Mystery Cave. The measure
allocates funds for land acquisition and maintenance and repair of
the cave. S.E 1437, aumored by Sen. John Brandl (DFL-Mpls.),
creates an office of science and technologywithin the Dept. of
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Energy and EConomic Development and provides for review of
state-funded scientific and technologically related research. S.P. 326,
authored by Sen. Keith Langseth (DFL-Glyndon), authorizes the
executive council of the Dept. of Public Safety to repair state
property damaged by major disasters, dedicates receipts fcom
criminal justice datacommunications network billings and
appropriates video gaming license fees to the commissioner of
public safety for dispersal to municipalities. H.P. 1542, caccied by
Sen. Florian Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon Ulke), conforms
unemployment compensation statutes to those offedecallaws.

The Senate voted to reconsider a bill regulating chiropractors,
providing for license revocation and peer review. A technical
amendment to S.P. 1008 was added by the author, Sen. Darril
Wegscheid, and the measure was repassed. ,

'IWo bills designated Special Orders gained final approval. H.P.
88, carried by Sen. Randolph Peterson (DFL-Wyoming), changes
and clarifies certain powers of trustees in probate cases and
redefines the term "augmented estate."

H.P. 1281, authored by Sen. DouglasJohnson (DFL-Cook)
authorizes Ulke County to issue seasonal on-sale liquor licenses and
increases the per diem of certain Ulke County board and
commission members.

The Senate also adopted two conference committee reports and
approved the bills that House-Senate panels had worked to a
consensus.
. H.P. 674, caccied by Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.) dictates

circumstances when the court may stay execution of a sentence
following conviction for a second or subsequent offense relating
criminal sexual conduct. The bill also provides that information
regarding a sexual assault victim is private.

S.P. 353, authored by Sen. TadJude (DFL-Maple Grove) provides
for the adoption of ground water plans by metropolitan counties.
The measure sets standards for watershed management plans and
provides for review of the plans by state agencies.

The Senate also concurred with amendments made by the House
to S.P. 735 and repassed the measure. The bill, authored by Sen.
Betty Adkins (DFL-St. Michael) provides for a statewide interpreter
service for hearing impaired persons and changes the membership
of the Minnesota Council for the Hearing Impaired.

Finally; the Senate adopted House Concurrent Resolution No.8
honoring the life ofJohn Maciucci, a long time hockey promoter
and coach.

Friday; May 15
senate Confirms Appointees

The Senate began the Fri., May 15, floor session with
consideration of gubernatorial appointments. Members of the
Senate approved all the appointments.

The Senate then began consideration of bills on the Senate
Calendar. H.E 291, authored by Sen. Donna Peterson (DFL-Mpls.),
regulates incorporations and operations of banks and authorizes the
commissioner to borrow money to satisfy obligations of certain
closed institutions. The bill also modifies the maximum allowable
interest rate for certain loans used to satisfy the balances owed on
contracts for deed.

H.P. 1542, authored by Sen. Florian Chmielewski (DFL-Stucgeon
Lake), defines wages when regulating benefits and contributions for
unemployment compensation. S.P. 1113 is a bill caccied by Sen.
David Frederickson (DFL-Murdock) and abolishes the Minnesota
humane society as a state agency and authorizes the formation of a
state federation of county and district societies. The bill also
provides for the powers and duties of county and district societies
for the prevention of cruelty to animals. S.P. 326, authored by Sen.
Keith Langseth (DFL-Glyndon), authorizes the executive council,
under federal law, to repair state property damaged by major
disaster. The bill also appropriates video gaming license fees to the
commissioner of public safety for disbursal to municipalities. H.E
1127, authored by Sen. Michael Freeman (DFL-Richfield), provides
for the establishment of flexible g3S utility rates for certain
customers subject to effective competition.

H.E 834, authored by Sen. Gerald Willet (DFL-Pack Rapids),
provides for the deposit of receipts from private forest management
services into the forest management fund. S.P. 1345, authored by
Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), creates the office of ombudsman
for mental health and sets forth the powers and duties of the office.
S.P. 1008, authored by Darril Wegscheid (DFL-Apple Valley),
regulates the laws governing chiropractic. The bill provides for
review of services and fees, grounds for license revocation, and
prescribes penalties. H.P. 1054, authored by Sen. Pat Piper (DFL­
Austin), limits grants to sheltered workshops and provides for the
use of community-based employment. S.P. 1202, authored by Sen.
James Pehler (DFL-St. Cloud), establishes a siting process for a low­
level radioactive waste facility.

S.E 405, authored by Sen. Duane Benson (IR-Lanesboro), adds
property containing Mystery Cave to Forestville State Pack and
provides for a Niagara Cave feasibility study. S.P. 1437, caccied by
Sen. John Brandl (DFL-Mpls.), creates an office of Science and
Development within the Dept. of Energy and Economic
Development for the review of state funded scientific and
technologically related research. S.P. 858, authored by Freeman,
directs the commissioner of health to regulate and license persons
or entities enclosing, removing, or encapsulating asbestos. S.P. 1524
authored by Sen. Gregory Dahl (DFL-Coon Rapids) provides for
various claims against the state. S.P. 612, authored by Berglin,
establishes a review process for approval of additional exceptions to
the nursing home moratorium.

Bill prohibiting cigarette smoking gains
Members of the Senate gave final approval to a number of bills

during the Friday session. H.P. 1283, sponsored by Sen. John Marty
(DFL-Roseville), prohibits cigarette smoking in day care centers and
health care facilities and prohibits the distribution of cigarette
samples to the general public. An amendment offered by Sen.
Duane Benson (IR-Lanesboro) instructing local school districts to
develop courses on the dangers of cigarette smoking and requiring
that an assessment test be conducted by the commissioner of
human services, was defeated. Another amendment, offered by
Marty, prohibiting the advertisement of cigarettes on state owned
property; was also defeated.

H.P. 137, carried by Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.), relating to
criminal procedures providing for a procedure of ordering joint or
separate trials for jointly charged defendants and allowing the
prosecution to offer a rebuttal closing argument limited to
correcting misstatements, was given final approval.

S.E 1203, authored by Sen. William Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Pack),
reorganizes the Department ofAgriculture, the Department of
Energy and Economic Development, and the Department of Public
Safety. The bill changes the name of DEED to the Department of
Trade and Economic Development, transfers the Energy Division to
the Public Service Department, establishes the World Trade Center
Institute and changes the membership of its board, designates the
Department ofJobs and Training as the administrative agency for
juvenile justice and delinquency prevention purposes, and provides
grants for youth and intervention programs.

S.E 1112, also authored by Luther, establishes the Minnesota
Amateur Sports Commission. According to Luther, with the creation
of the commission, sponsorship of certain amateur sports events
will be required and certain events will not be overlooked.

several bills on the General Orders Calendar were given
preliminary approval. S.P. 313, authored by Sen. Joe Bertram (DFL­
Paynesville), provides for special motor vehicle license plates for
former prisoners ofwar (paWs). According to Bertram, there ace
nearly 700 paws in the state, 187 who have special license plates.
Bertram said that the paws would receive the special license plates
free of charge but would have to pay the registration fee.

An amendment to the bill offered by Sen. Phyllis MCQuaid OR-St.
Louis Pack), provides special license plates for people who survived
the Pearl Harbor attack. The amendment was adopted and those
receiving the special plates will pay the $10 license plate fee in
addition to the registration fee.



Three bills authored by Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.),
were recommended to pass. S.E 1468 creates an international music
and communication arts center task force, S.E 1621 appropriates
federal money for unemployment compensation administration,
and H.E 916 creates a productivity lban fund and requires that
interest earned on the revolving fund for vocational rehabilitation of
the blind be credited to the fund. H.E 916 also makes changes to
the duties and responsibilities of the commissioner of
administration. ~

H.E 894, carried by Sen. Jim VickerITIa.l1 (DFL-Tracy), creates a
new human services chapter establishing a single, unitary process
for the determination of residence and financial responsibility for
human services programs. An amendment to the measure was
adopted stating that in some circumstances, a person who moves
across the county line will be covered by the county the person
moved from.

H.E 1419, sponsored by Sen. Ember Reichgott (DFL-New Hope),
changes procedures in cases before the Department of Human
Rights and provides for the access to case files. H.E 601, carried by
Sen. Gregory Dahl (DFL-Coon Rapids), requires that money
recovered by the state for forest fire fighting expenses be restored to
the fund of origination. H.E 542, sponsored by Sen. Charles Davis
(DFL-Princeton), provides for an alternative method of recording
town roads.

S.E 1253, authored by Sen. Pat Piper (DFL-Austin), provides for
the training of welfare fraud prosecutors and investigators, defmes
the amount of assistance indirectly paid, provides for joint trials, and
changes the date of payment of certain periodic support to the
assistance unit.

S.E 867, authored by Sen. Gerald Willet (DFL-Park Rapids),
creates the dean water partnership for the control of nonpoint
source water pollution, provides for administration by the Pollution
Control Agency, and requires a state water quality assessment.

H.E 290, sponsored by Sen. Donna Peterson (DFL-Mpls.),
establishes an office of social work, creates mental health and social
work boards, and regulates the licensure of social workers.
According to Peterson, the purpose of the legislation is to provide
public protection and to set up ethical standards for social workers.
An attempt to re-refer the bill to the Governmental Operations
Committee for interim study was unsuccessfull and the bill was
given preliminary approval.

Bonding bill sent to conference panel
The Senate took the bonding bill, S.E 1520, from the table Friday

afternoon and sent the measure to a House-Senate conference
committee where conferees will work toward a compromise on the
measure. The Senate had granted final passage to the bonding bill,
llies., May 12, but had to wait for the House bill.

The Senate bill proposes authorizes bonding of approximately
$450 million to fund projects ranging from the Reinvest In
Minnesota (RIM) program to bridge improvements and capitol
building projects around the state.

In other action Friday; the Senate repassed several measures that
came from conference committees. S.E 89 (Berg) amends the 1986
Farmer-Lender Mediation Act designed to assist farmers in
restructuring farm debts. S.E 184 (Spear) regulates commercial
telephone solicitations by computers. S.E 397 (Peterson, D.C.)
reapportions certain election districts and S.E 785 (Peterson, D.C.)
eliminates the consent defense in parental kidnapping cases.

H.E 230 (StumpD authorizes the combination of certain
municipalities for election purposes and allows mail balloting in
small towns not located in metroPolitan counties. H.E 854
(Frederickson, D.R.) clarifies the procedure and cost for filing
foreign judgements. S.E 1261 (Marty) provides for inspection of
government buildings. S.E 911 (Hughes) requires school districts to
make instruction in Braille available to blind students.

The Senate concurred to amendments made by the House to
Senate Files 170 and 971 (Pogemiller) and repassed the measures.
S.E 170 is a bonding recodification bill and S.E 971 modifies
financing operations of local governments and certain non-profit
institutions.

The Senate did not adopt House amendments made to S.E 1114
(Solon), a bill placing certain restrictions on liquor stores, and the

measure was returned to the conference committee.
Bills on Special Orders gaining final approval induded the

following. S.E 1479 (Luther) establishes the Minnesota Council on
Productivity and Quality. H.E 141 (Luther) exempts certain directors
of non-profit organizations from civil liability. H.E 606 (Novak)
creates a $5 million petrofund and establishes a petroleum tank
release dean-up program to be administered by the PCA and the
Dept. of Commerce.

Senate Majority Leader Roger Moe (DFL-Erskine) declared an
urgency and moved the following bills from General Orders to
Special Orders. The bills subsequently received final passage. H.E
1112 (Berglin) provides an interest charge on medical assistance
overpayments and defmes what constitutes a medical assistance
vendor. Sen. Marilyn Lantry (DFL-St. Paul) added an amendment to
the measure providing for state recovery of wrongful payments or
overpayments to hospitals or medical assistance.

H.E 949 (Luther) requires registration for health, buying and
social referral dubs and requires bonding and alternative security
requirements. S.E 674 (Moe, D.M.) sets the salary ranges for
~mployees of state departments. Sen. William Luther (DFL­
Brooklyn Park) added an amendment raising the salary of the chair
of the Waste Control Commission.

1\'10 measures on the Senate Calendar, sponsored by Sen. Darril
Wegscheid (DFL-Apple Valley) gained final approval. S.E 1008
provides for the regulation of the chiropractic profession and
designates grounds for license revocation. S.E 834 establishes a state
advisory council on mental health and creates a mental health
division within the Dept. of Human Services.

Finally; the Senate gave preliminary approval to four measures on
the General Orders Calendar. H.E 290 (Peterson, D.C.) establishing
an office of social work and mental health boards and providing for
the licensing ofcertain health professionals, was amended by
Senate Minority Leader Duane Benson OR-Lanesboro) to bring the
provisions of the bill in line with the House version. Benson's
amendment exempts nursing home, hospital and state and county
health workers from the licensing requirement.

S.E 1267 (Marty) expands the existing energy conservation loan
program for schools to cities, towns and counties. S.E 909 (StumpD
establishes a state flood hazard mitigation grant program to prevent
or mitigate flood damages. H.E 735 (Chmielewski) removes a
restriction on the issuance of off-sale liquor licenses in Kanabec
County. The author added an amendment allowing certain towns to
establish fire protection districts.

Saturday; May 16
Pari-mutual tax sent to conference

The Senate approved a charitable gambling measure Saturday
which carried the $5 million pari-mutual tax reduction for
Canterbury Downs with it.

Sen. Robert Schmitz (DFL-Jordan) added his bill in the form of
an amendment to Sen. Bob Lessard's (DFL-Int'l Falls) bill, H.E 169,
regulating lawful gambling induding bingo parlors and pull-tabs.

Schmitz's bill, S.H 724, was approved by the Senate llies., May 2,
but never made it out of the House tax committee to be heard by
House members.

The Senate adopted the amendment on a 34-24 vote following a
lengthy discussion on whether it was germane to the content of the
lawful gambling measure. Supporters of the measure felt the
amendment deserved to be heard by the House but Sen. Allan Spear
(DFL-Mpls.) said that the biII was heard-in the tax committee-

~ and was put to rest through the legislative process.
The measure, passed on a 37-25 vote, wiIl go to a conference

committee.
The Senate gave final passage to several measures that received

preliminary approval Fri., May 15. Other Special Orders bills
approved Saturday included the following. S.F. 1200 (Spear)
encourages the Center for Urban and Regional Affairs Conflict and
Change Project to study mediation in marriage dissolution cases. S.E
384 (Dicklich) requires the commissioner of the Dept. ofJobs and
Training to coordinate retraining programs for diSlocated workers.

S.E 862 (Wegscheid) requires training for school bus di"ivers. The
author added an amendment which would retain tax exempt plates
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for non-profit organizations. S.P. 534 (Peterson, R.W) makes privacy
classifications of data as private, non-public and protected non­
public.

H.P. 1351 (Stumpf) provides for the taking of elk when they are
causing damages and appropriates $6500 for administration of the
program.

S.P. 167 (Lessard) increases the size of the Zoological Board and
permits the governor to appoint new members. S.P. 90 (Novak)
creates the office of pipeline safety and provides for its powers and
duties.

The Senate also repassed several measures that had been dealt
•with in House-Senate conference committees. H.F. 638 (Dicklich)
deals with cross-over primary election ballots and requires election
judges to inform voters of certain laws. H.F. 841 Oude) establishes
penalties for by-passing and tampering with utility meters. S.F. 915
(Reichgott) extends the definition of harassment to following and
stalking. The bill also prohibits intentional harassment by delivering
a letter or object. S.F. 282 (Luther) permits regional railroad
authorities to engage in certain activities. H.F. 1304 (luther)
regulates the cancellation of insurance agency contracts. H.F. 1209
(Peterson, D.C.) extends the definition ofpublic nuisance.

1\vo bills were given preliminaryapproval. H.F.1210 (Piper)
regulates the licensure ofprograms for children and adults with
disabilities and S.F. 156 (Luther) adopts an article of the Uniform
Commercial Code governing leases.

Drug testing bill gains ftnal endorsement
At the Saturday afternoon session, members of the Senate granted

final approval to H.F. 42, a bill regulating substance abuse testing of
employees and job applicants. According to bill sponsor Sen. Florian
Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon Lake), 15 percent of all employees are
dependent on alcohol or drugs and 23 million Americans use drugs
regularly. The bill, Chmielewski said, does not mandate testing, but
sets testing policy "to prevent loss in the wor1q>lace."

The bill states that an employer may not request or require an
employee or job applicant to undergo drug or alcohol testing unless
the testing is done pursuant to a written drug and alcohol testing
policy, that an employer may request or require a job applicant to
undergo drug and alcohol testing if a job has been offered to an
applicant, and that an employer may request or require an employee
to undergo testing if the employer has reasonable suspicion that the
employee is under the influence of drugs or alcohol or that the
employee has violated the employer's work rules prohibiting the
use, possession, sale or transfer of drugs or alcohol while the
employee is on duty. Chmielewski also noted that the employer
requesting or requiring the test must use the services of a testing
laboratory licensed by the commissioner of health.

H.F. 1219, sponsored by Sen. Robert schmitz (DFL-Jordan),
authorizing Scott County to impose a tax on admissions to major
amusement facilities, to be used for repair of the Bloomington Ferry
bridge, was also given final passage. Sen. Duane Benson (JR­
Lanesboro) offered an amendment to tax admissions only to
Canterbury Downs. The amendment did not prevail and the bill was J

given final passage.
Members of the Senate adopted the conference committee report

and gave final passage to H.F. 283. The bill, sponsored by Sen. Don
Frank (DFL-Spring Lake Park), requires the confidentiality of certain
matters before the Ethical Practices Board, raises campaign
contribution disclosure limits, and changes the method of
calculating campaign expenditure limits.

Other bills receiving final endorsement included S.F. 147. The
bill, authored by sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.), requires that persons
convicted of a DWI or DWI-related offense undergo chemical use
asseS$ment, requires that courts order chemical use treatment for
habitual DWl offenders, and imposes a chemical dependency
-assessmentcharge on persons convicted ofa DWl or DWl-related
offense and juveniles adjudicated for a DWl offense.

S.P. 1029, authored by Sen. John Marty (DFL-Roseville),
establishes a program to provide communication-impaired people
with devices enabling the use of telephones. S.F. 1524, authored by
Sen. Gre~ory Dahl (DFL·Coon Rapids), relates to claims against the

state and provides for the payment of claims.
S.P. 865, also authored by Dahl (DFL-Coon Rapids), authorizes an

assessment against public utilities to finance the state costs of.
controlling acid deposition. H.P. 1043, sponsored by Sen. Darril
Wegscheid (DFL-Apple Valley), provides for qualifications, terrns,
compensations, and duties of various metropolitan agencies.

Three measures authored by ~en. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL­
Mpls.) were given final passage. H.P. 916 creates the productivity
loan fund and makes changes to the duties of the commissioner of
administration. S.P. ,1468 creates an international music and
communications arts center task force. S.P. 1621 appropriates money
received for unemployment compensation administration.

Elections billapproved
The early evening hours of the Sat., May 16, floor session were

dominated by debate over a bill making changes to state elections
laws. H.P. 523, carried by Sen. William Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Park),
changes voter registration procedures in order to, according to the
bill, increase voter participation. The measure also provides for a
computerized central registration system, requires that voter
registration forms be placed in state income tax forms and booklets
and provides for a combined voter registration, driver's license and
identification form. According to Luther the bill takes a "proactive
role in encouraging voter registration in Minnesota." However, Sen..
Gary Laidig (IR-Stillwater) argued that perhaps the bill was too
proactive and would require virtually all state employees to be a part
of the voter registration process. Laidig proposed an amendment
that would delete the section of the bill that provided for the
proactive voter registration provisions. After extensive debate, the
amendment failed to gain adoption. Sen. Mel Frederick (JR­
Owatonna) offered an amendment to delete sections of current law
providing for election day voter registration. The amendment also
failed to gain adoption. The bill was given final passage on a vote of
40-17.

In other action early Saturday evening, members of the Senate
granted concurrence and repassage to three measures. S.P. 456,
authored by Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.), changes the method of
measuring "small amount of marijuana" from ounces to grams and
clarifies the definition of cocaine. S.P. 1008, sponsored by Sen.
Darril Wegscheid (DFL-Apple Valley), makes a number of technical
changes to statutes governing the regulation of chiropractic. S.F.
1280, authored by Sen. Jim Vickerman (DFL-Tracy), the omnibus
Dept. of Public Safety bill, makes a number of housekeeping
amendments to laws governing the statute.

1\vo additional bills on the Senate Calendar were granted final
passage. S.P. 867, authored by Sen. Gerald Willet (DFL-Park Rapids),
creates the clean water partnership for the control of nonpoint
source water pollution and provides for its administration by the
Pollution Control Agency. The measure also requires a sate water
quality assessment and authorizes technical and fiancial assistance to
local governments. H.P. 1326, sponsored by Sen. John Marty (DFL­
Roseville), authorizes loans to cities, towns and counties, as well as
school districts, for energy conservation investments.

Senate passes bill granting rural, urban aid
The compromise package appropriating $385 million for rural

development initiatives and urban revitalization passed the Senate
Saturday evening on a 52-12 vote. The measure, S.P. 1, authored by
Senate Majority Leader Roger Moe (DFL-Erskine), includes $125
million for the creation of the Greater Minnesota Corporation; $9
million for neighborhood development in Minneapolis and St. Paul;
and $4 million for the Iron Range Resource Rehabilitation Board.

Under the bill, the Greater Minnesota Corporation could acquire
equity investments in a product ofprivate business, enter joint
venture agreements with private corporations to promote economic
development, and make matching grants for applied research and
development to any state college, university or AVfI.

Another $6 million would fund a challenge grant program, which
would provide loans to new and expanding state businesses in rural
areas of the state. .

The $4 million appropriation to the IRRRB would be used for



loans to businesses located in the Iron Range area. The bill also
allows money in the 2002 fund to be used for investment in venture
capital funds or enterprises.

To further help economic development efforts, the measure
appropriates $2 million to the Dept. of Natural Resources for a
forestry grant and $1 million for mineral diversification efforts.

In other action late Saturday evening, the Senate passed the
conference committee report to S.F. 1114 (Solon) establishing rules
regarding which items may be sold in exclusive liquor stores and
regulating sales of fermented malt beverages. And, the Senate
concurred to the House amendments to S.F. 465 and repassed the
bill. The measure, authored by Sen. Jim Vickerman (DFL-Tracy)
specifies that the Dept. ofTransportations standards for trunk
highways in scenic areas are not rules, provides for payment of
administrative filing and plate fees, restricts unauthorized use of
vehicles on public airport property, and sets qualifications for
aircraft dealers to obtain licenses.

Monday; May 18
Waste management, workers' comp passed

Senators began the last day of the session by taking action on two
major bills that had been designated Special Orders. The flfSt, H.F.
794, authored by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL·Coon Rapids), provides
for a solid waste management policy and provides for a recycling
marketing policy. According to Merriam, the bill makes a number of
changes to laws dealing with solid waste management and
encourages recycling efforts to lessen reliance on sanitary landfills.
The measure also contains provisions for regulating the sale and
disposal of motor oil and lead acid batteries and contains provisions
for the management of household hazardous wastes. Discussion on
the bill centered on an amendment, offered by Sen. Gary Laidig
(IR-Stillwater), that would prohibit the siting ofa landfill in a
regional park. Merriam offered an amendment to the amendment
that would prohibit the siting of a landfill on land designated as
agricultural preserves as well. The Merriam amendment to the
amendment was approved, but Laidig then withdrew his
amendment. Merriam also offered a number of technical
amendments as well as amendments requiring weigh scales at
landfill facilities and allowing resource recovery facilities to be
eligible for grants for air quality tests.

The second measure to generate debate, H.F. 913, makes
numerous administrative changes to the workers' compensation
laws. The bill, according to chief author Florian Chmielewski (DFL­
Sturgeon Lake), is designed to streamline the administrative
procedures in the appeals process to cut down on the amount of
litigation. In his remarks, Chmielewski, indicated that the bill would
eliminate the "triple track" appeal system and allow for expedited
proceedings. The measure does nQt address changes in benefits,
Chmielewski said, indicating that work in that area would take place
during the interim. The bill was given final passage on a vote of 56- O.

In other action Monday morning, Senators approved the
conference committee report on the parental leave bill and
repassed the measure 44-18. According to Senate author Donna
Peterson (DFL-Mpls.), the compromise agreed to by the conference
committee provides for a six week parental leave for employees
working more than 20 hours per week in companies with more
than 20 employees. The compromise version of H.F. 234 also drops
the provision allowing parents to use sick leave in order to stay
home with a child.

Three other conference committee reports were also adopted
and the bills were repassed. H.F. 1622, sponsored by Sen. Richard
Cohen (DFL-St. Paul), provides for Court of Appeals and Crime
Victims Reparation Board representation on the Sentencing
Guidelines Commission and makes other technical changes to laws
relating to the courts. H.F. 1073, carried by Sen. Carl Kroening
(DFL·Mpls.), provides for restrictions on advertising by plumbers.
S.F. 377, authored by Sen. John Marty (DFL-Roseville), changes the
name of the Council for the Handicapped to the Council on
Disabilities, makes other technical changes and provides for the
reimbursement of child care expenses for persons serving on state
boards.

Three bills on the Senate Calendar were also approved Monday

morning. H.F. 735, carried by Chmielewski, removes a restriction on
the issuance of off·sale liquor licenses in Kanabec County. S.F. 156,
sponsored by Sen. William Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Park), adopts an
article of the Uniform Commercial Code that governs leases. H.F.
1210, carried by Sen. Pat Piper (DFL-Austin), regulates the licensure
of programs for the care of children or ofadults with certain .
disabilities.

Amended ethanol bill approved
The Senate gave final approval to a bill promoting the use and

manufacture of ethanol or agricultural grade alcohol in motor fuels
Monday afternoon.

Sen. Dave Frederickson (DFL·Murdock) called his bill, H.F. m, a
"major compromise" after the language of the House version of the
bill was adopted. The bill provides for payments of 15 cents per
gallon to ethanol producers up until June 30, 1987 and provides for
payments of 20 cents per gallon to producers between]uly 1, 1987
and]une 30, 2000.

The Senate adopted an amendment offered by Sen. Jim Ramstad
((IR·Minnetonka) removing a section of the bill that banned signs
stating the absence of ethanol at gas stations.

Frederickson opposed the amendment stating that the provision
prohibited negative advertising that adversely affects ethanol sales.

In other action, the Senate gave final passage to three conference
committee reports. S.F. 830 (PeWer) regulates non-renewals and
transfers of franchise leases and provides for civil liability in unfair
franchise practices. S.F. 80 (Waldorf) provides for more flexibility in
homeowners' insurance coverage and S.F. 593 (Berglin) clarifies
pre-admission screening statutes and provides procedures for
administration of the chemical dependency consolidation fund.

Senate approves onmibus insurance bill
Other bills receiving final passage during the Monday session

included S.F. 478, the omnibus insurance bill. The measure,
sponsored by Sen. William Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Park), contains
numerous provisions altering laws relating to insurance regulation
in Minnesota. Some of the many provisions in the bill include
regulating surplus lines insurance, providing continued group life,
accident, and health coverage upon employee termination or layoff,
requiring the treatment of pregnancy·related conditions in the same
manner as other illnesses, regulating accident and health insurance,
imposing surety bond or securities requirements on certain health
benefit plans, and regulating Medicare supplement plan premium
refunds.

H.F. 239, sponsored by Sen. Ronald Dicklich (DFL-Hibbing),
received final passage and requires that common school district
elections be administered in the same manner as municipal
elections, provides training for election judges, and sets absentee
ballot procedures.

S.F. 5%, authored by Sen. DouglasJohnson (DFL·Cook), provides
for allocations among governmental units increasing the assessed
valuation of commercial·industrial propertywithin the taconite tax
relief area and provides a formula for the distribution of additional
revenues to municipalities within the taconite tax relief area.

H.F. 899, carried by Sen. Florian Chmielewski (DFL·Sturgeon
Lake), appropriates $400,000 to establish the Fond du Lac Higher
Education Center. H.F. 943, sponsored by Sen. James Metzen (DFL·
South St. Paul), creates a consumer education account through the
attorney general's office. S.F. 587, authored by Luther allows
ambulance driver's to be included in peace officer pension benefit
plans. S.F. 463, also authored by Luther, makes changes in statutes
regulating securities, financial planning, and investment planners
and brokers.

Conference Committee reports approved
Senators embarked upon the remaining six hours of the

Legislative Session by taking action on numerous conference
committee reports as the reports became available. The customary
flurry of activiry that marks the last day of the regular session began
in earnest during the early evening hours Monday. A variety of bills
gained repassage during the closing hours. S.F. 451, authored by
Sen. Donna Peterson (DFL-Mpls.), increases the fines for improper
use of handicapped parking spaces and specifies that handicapped



parking certificates may be issued for permanent and temporary
disabilities. H.E 1374, sponsored by Sen. William Luther (DFL­
Brooklyn Park), removes the current numerical limit on assistant
anorneys general and sets it at 35. H.E 141, also carried by Luther,
eliminates or limits the liability of directors of non-profit
organizations. H.E 706, sponsored by Sen. Richard Cohen (DFL-St.
PauO, clarifies recent changes to the juvenile code and makes .
several technical changes. H.E 532, sponsored by Sen. Gary
DeCramer (DFL-Ghent), establishes standards for the safe operation
of motorized bicycles. H.E 1159, carried by Sen. Darril Wegscheid
(DFL-Apple Valley), prohibits the transfer of assets between public
pension funds and makes other changes in pe~ion law.. S.F; 13.23,
authored by Sen. John Marty (DFL-Roseville), IS the reVISOrs bJlI
clarifying state law in regard to recent court decisions and making
technical statutory changes.

H.E 291, authored by Sen. Donna Peterson, is a Dept. of
Commerce housekeeping measure making changes in statutes
governing banks and financial institutions. H.E 1015, also carried by
Peterson, provides for the enforcement ofsanctions for violation of
the BWl laws. H.E 1043, carried byWegscheid, makes technical
changes to the statutes governing metropolitan commissions. H.E
601, sponsored by Sen. Gregory Dahl (DFL-Coon Rapids~, s~cifies

that payments recovered for fighting forest flres be deposited m the
fund of origination rather than the general fund. H.E 303, sponsored
by Sen. leRoy Stumpf (DFL-Plummer), is the omnibus agriculture
bill and makes appropriations for various agricultural programs
including pseudorabies testing, a dairy sheep research project and a
study on the effects of stray voltage on livestock. H.E 1351, also
carried by Stumpf, authorizes the taking of elk and provides for
payments for crop damage. H.E 391, authored by Sen. TadJude
(DFL-Maple Grove), increases the penalties for distributing
controlled substances to a minor, for using a minor to distribute
controlled substances and sets for the purity and measurement
standards for controlled substances.

Four bills on the Special Orders Calendar also were granted fmal
passage. H.E 123, sponsored by Sen. Ember Reichgon (DFL-New
Hope), provides for an ina:eased sum ($10,~) payable to a
surviving spouse by affidaVIt and allows nursmg ~ome care co~ts to
be a claim of the same class as medical and hospital expenses m
probate proceedings. H.E 257, sponsored bySen. Don Moe (DFL­
St. PauO, requires the State Board of Investments to adopt an
investment policy; authorizes certain investments by the board and
provides that certain state employees who are eligible to re?t'e are
eligible for state-paid irJSurance benefits. H.E 859, also carned by
Moe, clarifies and corrects miscellaneous provisions relating to the
Dept. of Finance.
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The fourth measure, H.E 463, sponsored by Sen. Darril
Wegscheid, relating to public pensions was amended, by a delete
everything amendment, to include the contents of the bill providing
for the licensure and regulation of private detectives and security
guards. The title was then changed and Sen. Lawrence Pogerniller
(DFL-Mpls.), was added as chief author.

Conference report excludes parimutuel tax cut
ASenate proposal giving Canterbury Downs a $5 million tax

break and increasing the size of the purses failed to win House
support and was excluded from a conference committee report
making changes in the state's charitable gambling laws. As a result,
the track will not get the tax break it was seeking.

Last Saturday, the Senate attached the parimutuel tax cutting
provision to a bill raising the limits on the amount of money
organizations may use to cover expenses for charitable events and
increasing the number of events that may be conducted per week.
ijouse conferees would not accept the parimutuel tax provision, and
it was removed. The conference comminee report, H.E 169, passed
the Senate on a 46-6 vote. The measure was sponsored by Sen. Bob
Lessard (DFL-Int'l. Falls).

Several other conference committee reports were passed by the
Senate Monday evening. They include: S.E 841 (Novak)
appropriating an additional $3 million for the Reinvest in Minnesota
(RIM) program; H.E 794 (Merriam) enhancing recycling efforts and
encouraging better handling of hazardous waste; H.E 1283 (Marty)
prohibiting smoking in day care centers and health care facilities;
H.E 1542 (Chmielewski) making housekeeping changes in
unemployment compensation laws; S.E 757 (Piper) requesting the
University of Minnesota to find 'more humane testing procedures for
animal research; H.E 1112 (Berglin) allowing the Dept. of Human
Services to charge interest on installment payments of money to be
recovered from ineligible providers and allowing the department to
examine personal medical records; H.E 1170 (Jude) prohibiting
mandated leave ofabsences for state government officers or
employees upon becoming a candidate for public office; H.E 534
(Peterson, RW) clarifying private government data classification.

The Senate also passed S.E 69 (Berg) establishing a commercial
raising program in Minnesota and H.E 713 (Marty) making
technical, clarifying changes in bills passed by the Legislature this
session.
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